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THERAPEUTIC EXPERIENCE 
WITH EUROPHEN. 
BY DR. ARTHUR STRAUSS, OF BAR- 
MEN. 


1. GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS. 


Europhen is obutylodthocresotiodide) re- 
sults from the action of iodine dissolved 
in iodide of potassium upon an alkaline 
watery solution of isobutylorthocresol. 
It is a fine yellow powder, insoluble in 
water, but readily soluble in alcohol. 
ether, chloroform, collodion, traumaticin. 
and oil. It is resinous to the touch and 
adheres better to mucous membranes, 
wounds and the intact skin than iodo- 
form. It is permanent in dry air; when 
heated with water to a temperature ot 
70 degrees C. it gives off free iodine. 
although when in contact with moisture 
minute quantities of iodine are liberated 
even at ordinary temperatures. The 
therapeutic power of Europhen depends 
upon this separation of iodine in the 
nascent state. It is non-poisonous and 
has a lighter specific gravity than iodo- 
form, having a covering power five times 
greater than the latter. It has a faint 
aromatic saffron-like odor which nearly 
disappears in mixtures or solutions. A 
ten per cent. and even a twenty-five per 
cent. solution in oil gave no precipitate 
at the end of three months. Inasmuch 
as Europhen is readily decomposed 
(separation of iodine) all mixtures which 
contain starch, as, for example, zinc- 
amylum paste, are to be avoided. On 
the other hand, it is indifferent to talcum. 
Mixtures with metallic oxides (zinc oxide 
mercuric oxide), and the salts of 
mercury are to be avoided, while 
simple mixtures with fats, vaseline and 
lanolin are durable. Mixtures with lan- 
olin are especially to be recommended, 
as this substance takes up a_ large 
quantity of water and favors a contin- 
uous formation of the soluble iodine 


compound. It is to the continuous sep- 
aration of minute quantities of iodine 
that Europhen owes its destructive ac- 
tion upon the growth of bacteria. This 
liberation of iodine takes place as soon 
as the drug is brought in contact with 
moisture, and also occurs within the or- 
ganism if Europhen is administered sub- 
cutaneously in suspension in a watery 
fluid, or, better still, in oily solution. 
Todine poisoning cannot, however, result 
on account of tke minute quantity of 
this substance given off. When properly 
employed in a ten per cent. solution bac- 
teria of all kinds are arrested in their 
growth, although Europhen has no de- 
structive action upon bacteria. Further 
Europhen is said to prevent the reduction 
capacity of bacteria having an anerobic 
growth. The therapeutic utility of the 
remedy is chiefly based upon this prop- 
erty, which belongs to none of .the sub- 
stitutes for iodoform hitherto proposed; 
aside from this fact it is free from the 
disagreeable and toxic effects which so 
readily appear in the case of iodoform. 
(In the extensive literature of Europhen 
the occurrence of a toxie exanthem, 
an uticaria, is only once noted.) 


” 


2. THERAPEUTIC EXPERIENCE IN 
DEMATOLOGY AND ANDROEOGY. 


COMBUSTIO, CONGELATIO. 


Siebel (9) successfully treated thirty 
cases of burns and injuries from: caus- 
tics, from the first to the third degree, 
with Europhen. He employed the remedy 
in the form of the powder, or the ten per 
cent. Europhen gauze in the case of extén- 
sive surfaces and those to which insuffla- 
tions could not be readily applied. The 
dressing was changed whenever neces- 
sary. An objectionable feature of this 
dressing was that the gauze frequently 
adhered firmly to the wound, and there- 
fore he resorted next to a 10 per cent. 
ointment, which in consequence of its 
irritating effects, was finally replaced 
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by a three per cent. ointment, which 
gave admirable results. Under this 
application severe burns of the third 
degree healed completely after three to 
four weeks; the longest period of healing 
was 22 days. The analgesic effects of 
this ointment are also noted; symptoms 
of poisoning never occurred. L[ichhoff 
(2) obtained a cure in 20 days after ap- 
plication of a one per cent. ointment. 
Becker (18) reports a case of severe 
burns (nates and left lower extremity) 
in a child three years old, with com- 
plete healing. The following method 
is recommended by LHichler (22); First 
application of a three to five per cent. 
ointment and then of a two per cent so- 
lution in oil, followed by a dressing of 
sterilized gauze moistened with Muropken 
oil fixed in position by a bandage. This 
dressing does not require to be frequent- 
ly changed and rapidly produces healing 
even in cases of extensive and deep 
burns. Gilbert (13), Trnka (86) and 
Ullman (88) also praise Europhen in 
burns, and Trnka in frostbites. 

‘Eezema.—In acute eczemas Europhen 
is contraindicated, while it effects im- 
provement in the chronic forms (Kich- 
hoff (2), Gottheil (26). 

Psoriasis, Favus.—In these affections 
Eichhoff observed no successful results, 
while from another source a case of 
psoriasis is reported in which healing 
took place as promptly as under the use 
of chrysarobin. In parasitic affections 
of the skin the remedy is, in general, 
less useful. (Eichhoff (2), Eichler (22). 

In pityriasis versicolor and herpes 
tonsurans (two cases) Gottheil (26) re- 
ports especially good results, while in 
herpes tonsurans capitis, acne and folli- 
cultis the effect was not favorable, and 
in alopecia areata and lichen pilaris no 
better than that obtained from other 
remedies. Chronic parenchymatous der- 
matitis (seven cases) with torpid ulcers 
and necrotic tissues was much improved. 
Erysipelas is not influenced to any ex- 
tent by Europhen (Eichler (22). 

In lupus exulcerans Eichhoff (2) ob- 
tained a rapid cure in two cases, while 
in seven others published at a later 
date (24) the cure was not complete. 
Rosenthal (39) also observed good re- 
sults in this disease, and Trnka (36) de- 
rived benefit from applications of a 10 
per cent. ointment after curittage in 
cases of tuberculosis of the skin. Euro- 
phen is warmly recommended in scrof- 
uloderma by Eichhoff (24), as well as by 


Gilbert (18), who employed it in the case 
of a girl 13 years old, with deep ulcera- 
tions of lymphatic origin, which had 
been previously treated without  suc- 
cess by means of iodoform, balsam of 
Peru, nitrate of silver. After laying 
open the cavities Europhen was applied 
morning and night alternately in the 
form of the powder or of the 2 per cent 
ointment, and every third night a cot- 
ton tampon soaked in 2 per cent. solu- 
tion of carbolic acid was introduced and 
allowed to remain until morning. A 
proper diet and arsenic were also or- 
dered. After a few weeks the ulcers 
became clean, graunlations sprang wp 
and cicatrization ensued. 

Eichhoff (2) and Nolda (6) have each 
reported two cases of ulcers of the leg 
in which rapid healing was obtained un- 
der the use of Europhen, while Rosen- 
thal (39) ascribes only a slight intluence 
to the remedy. Later Yichhofft (24) 
praised its action in eight other cases of 
this affection. Rosenthal’s opinion has 
also been controverted by Gilkert (13), 
who in two cases of varicose ulcers of 
the leg, one of which was of the size 
of the palm of the hand and the seat 
of a firm infiltration with torpid and 
flabby granulations, obtained a cure un- 
der the foliowing treatment: In the 
evening a tepid bath containing chamo- 
mnile flowers, after which the entire sur- 
face was dusted with Europhen and a 
dressing applied. During the day a 2 
per cent. Europhen ointment was em- 
ployed. Granulations soon formed, and 
after three weeks cicatrization had oc- 
curred. 

Leprosy.—Goldschmidt reports a case 
cured by Europhen. The disease ap- 
peared in the form of nodular forma- 
tions at the left angle of the mouth, 
on the left upper lip, chin, right eyelid, 
on the tip of the nose, and on the right 
upper and the left under side of the 
thigh. The treatment consisted in rub- 
bing all of the leprous spots and their 
surroundings with a 5 per cent. oil of 
Europhen three times daily for five 
minutes. The patient continued this 
treatment for ten months, it being only 
interrupted by the birth of a healthy 
child. Decided improvement was no- 
ticeable at the end of four weeks. The 
swelling subsided, the intense redness 
disappeared, the mouth could be more 
easily and widely opened. At the end 
of fifteen months a complete cure was 
demonstrated. During the entire course 
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ef treatment the general health was ex- 
cellent. In an experience of twenty-five 
years Goldschmidt never witnessed so 
favorable results. In four other cases 
treated by injections of 5 per cent. 
Europhen oil, a recedence of the nod- 
ules was observed, but later a recurrence 
ensued. 

Syphilis —Eichhoff (2) at first recom- 
mended subcutaneous injections of Eu- 
rophen oil (0.05-0.1 gm. daily) in consti- 
tutional syphilis. Later he discontinued 
their use (24) because the positive re- 
sults were not commensurate with the 
disturbances produced. On the other 
hand, he highly recommends the remedy 
in the local treatment of syphilis. Five 
eases of chancre healed completely on 
the average in fourteen days, and the 
same effect was obtained in four cases 
of broad condylomata. Nolda (6) also 
recommends Europhen in chancres. Gau- 
alin (10) concludes that in the form of 
subeutaneous injections it is of little 
service in secondary syphilis, but that 
when injected in the vicinity of tertiary 
eutaneous lesions it always exerts a 
beneficial action. The patients  sub- 
mitted willingly to the nearly painless in- 
jections. He advocates its use for ulcer- 
ations, gumata, ete., as a sood local 
remedy (sixteen cases). Migneco (16), 
Shoemaker (20) and Eichler (22), have 
also employed Europhen locally as an 
ointment in tertiary syphilis with suc- 
cess; the best results were obtained by 
Gottheil (26), who secured rapid heal- 
ing in three out of four cases. Accord- 
ing to Ullman (88), Europhen always 
exerts a cleansing and healing effect, 
:and for the treatment of hard gummata 
‘and syphilitic papules he advises the 
following procedure: At night the 
parts are covered with mercurial plas- 
ter, and in the morning cleansed with 
sublimate solution, then dusted with 
Europhen and covered with sterilized 
gauze. 

Excellent results in syphilitic processes 
have also been observed by Oe6effelein 
and Neuberger (37), as well as by 
Rosenthal (39), who successfuly em- 
ployed it in syphilitic ulcerations of the 
pharynx. Oeffelein and Neuberger 
noted more rapid healing after injec- 
tions of 1 per cent. Europhen oil used 
daily or several times a week in cases 
of tertiary lues. The same favorable 
influence of these injections was also 
demonstrated by Gaudin (10), who in- 
jected a 5 per cent. solution in oil every 


five days. From four to seven injec- 
tions were found sufficient. These were 
at first somewhat painful, but produced 
no toxic reaction. Secondary syphilis, 
however, was not influenced by the in- 
jections. 

Chancroid.—In the treatment of soft 
chancres, Europhen has.been highly re- 
comended as a substitute for iodoform, 
especially on account of its odorlessness. 
Rapid healing was observed after its 
use by Gilbert (13), Kopp (15), Migneco 
(16), Eichler (22), and Migneco regard- 
ed its antiseptic power as greater than 
that of iodoform. Nolda (6) obtained a 
cure in six cases; in four in from seven 
to nine days, in the rest in twelve to 
fourteen days. In a case of large chan- 
eroid, one-half of which was treated 
with jiodoform and the other with Eu- 
rophen, the latter produced more rapid 
healing than the former, although ap- 
plied to the worse looking part. Rosen- 
thal (39) prefers Europhen to iodoform 
on account of odorlessness. Richtmann 
(23) usually obtained a cure within two 
weeks. In a comparative trial of aris- 
tol and Europhen healing occurred four 
days carlier with the later than with 
the former, while with a mixture of 
both these substances 4 to 5, he secured 
a cure two days earlier than with Euro- 
phea alone. On the grounu of six cases 
Estay (34) concludes that Europhen has 
as much antiseptic power as iodoform, 
and is a perfect substitute for the lat- 
ter, and that it is preferable on account 
of its caustic action, due to the separa- 
tion of iodine, its agreeable odor, great- 
er lightness, non-toxic character, and 
greater adhesive power. Under applica- 
tion of the powder a cure is effected 
within ten days. 

Its freedom from odor and irritation is 
praised by Oeffelein and Neuberger (37) 
whose experience is confirmed by Rosen- 
thal (39). To prevent adhesion of the 
powder and the formation of crusts 
which when removed are apt to pro 
duce bleeding the latter advises that 
one or two drops of olive oil be dropped 
upon the powder. Eichoff (24) treated 
31 cases with an average period of cure 
of 14 days; Kopp (15) 19 cases in which 
the healing occurred in from 4 to 11 
days. In 5 cases he employed the fol- 
lowing procedure: After curittage under 
local anesthesia and arrest of hemor- 
rhage with sublimate compresses he ap- 
plied a dry dressing of Europhen, 1.0 
gm., boric acid finely powdered, 3.0 
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gm., the crust formed being covered 
daily with the same powder. In 14 
other cases the ulcers were cleansed 
with 1 per cent. sublimate solution and 
then covered with a mixture of Euro 
phen and boric acid, 1.3 to 1.5 twice or 
thrice daily; complete healing ensued, 
on the average in 14 days. Ullmann 
(88) noted cicatrization of small ulcers 
within at least 10 days, of the larger 
sores in from 2 to 3 weeks. The appli- 
cation of a 5 per cent. solution of sul- 
phate of copper to profuse suppurating 
or sloughing surfaces two or three times 
weekly aided the healing process. Re- 
currences, gangrene or autoinfection 
were never observed. Ullmann also re- 
commends a 3 per cent. Europhen ether 
spray applied once daily. 7 

Bubo Inguinalis. Two cases of bubo 
following chancroid, in which the gland- 
ular abscesses after spontaneous open- 


ing and partial discharge of their con- - 


tents had become converted into large 
chancroidal ulcers, were treated by Ull- 
mann with a mixture of Europhen and 
boric acid, 1.2, after thorough curittage 
and disinfection. There was but a 


slight reaction and at the end of 16 and 
20 days respectively the cavity had en- 
tirely closed. In 7 other cases of sym- 


pathetic bubo, with abscess formation, 
compresses medicated with Europhen- 
boric acid powder 1.5 were applied after 
incision, curittage, hemostasis and dis- 
infection. A cure was effected in from 
14 to 31 days without formation of 
fistulae. . 

In the treatment of venereal lesion 
Kopp (28) especially recommends Euro- 
phen as a substitute for iodoform after 
previous curittage. Trnka (86) observed 
‘under application of Europhen powder 
complete arrest of the secretions and 
disappearance of pointed condylomata 
of the vulva and cauliflower excres- 
cences on the glans penis by a process 
of gradual atrophy and without opera- 
tive interference, provided they were of 
soft character. After excision of the 
firmer growths the remnants rapidly 
shriveled and the secretion of the mu- 
cous membrane disappeared under the 
use of Europhen. In erosions on the 
penis and vulva, and especially in balan- 
itis (40 cases), the power of Europhen 
of arresting secretions is emphasized by 
Oeffelein and Neuberger (37). 


3. EUROPHEN IN GYNECOLOGY. 


Richtmann (23) employed Europhen 


with more or less success in diseases 
of the uterus. He calls attention to the 
fact that it has as marked analgesic 
effects as ichthyol, over which it has 
the advantage of being devoid of dis- 
agreeable odor and of not producing the 
burning pain in the urethra and the 
frequent painful desire to urinate which 
is so often observed! under treatment 
with ichthyol. Europhen was employed 
in the form of ointments. The pains 
rapidly ceased, cicatrization of the ero- 
sions occurred, and at the end of 5 or 
8 weeks the discharges were complete- 
ly arrested. Excellent results were also 
observed from the application of the 
powder or of cotton tampons impregnated 
with Europhen in cases of erosions and 
ulcerations of the portio vaginalis, so 
frequently found in connection with 
gonorrhoea. Waugh (83) employed Euro- 
phen with admirable results in Krauro- 
sis vulvae. On the ground of a con- 
siderable number of cases he calls at- 
tention to the value of a 6 per cent. 
Europhen ointment and regards the 


_Yremedy as extremely useful. 


4 . EUROPHEN IN SURGERY. 


Drs. O6cffelein and Neuberger (387) 
found that simple incised wounds, after 
suturing and application of Europhen 
powder healed rapidly, while even severe 
contused wounds going on to suppuration 
cicatrized promptly. A similar result 
was obtained from the use of the powder 
or a 8 to 5 per cent ointment in cases 
of machinery injuries with extensive 
loss of substance, in phlegmons of the 
hand, extensive whitlow after incision, 
and in compound fractures of the fin- 
gers. Becker (18) also recommends the 
remedy for cases of minor surgery. No 
toxic effects were noted by Vulpius (7) 
in 50 cases, while pains or eczema were 
practically absent. In wounds of the 
skin and soft parts, both accidental and 
operative, and in defects due to phleg- 
monous, osteomyelitic and tuberculous 
processes, the drug almost always exert- 
ed a favorable effect upon the healing 
process. 

In a few days healthy granulations 
appeared, which in some of the cases 
filled up large defects with astonishing 
rapidity; cicatrization was most satis- 
factory. Richtmann (23) found Euro- 
phen an admirable substitute for iodo 
form in small operations, incisions, cit- 
cumcision for phymosis, after opening 
of buboes, and was never obliged to 
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discontinue its use and return to iodo- 
form. Jasinski (27) employed a dressing 
of Europhen powder in a case where 
after castration of the left testicle and 
extirpation of tuberculous glands the 
wounds which had united reopened and 
suppurated, and obtained healing in ten 
days. Jodoform, sublimate, balsam of 
Peru, acetate of aluminum had been 
previously resorted to without success. 
In the case of a child which one year 
before had been operated upon for a 
septic osteomyelitis and for two months 
suffered from an ulcer, a cure was ef- 
fected in two weeks by daily insuffla- 
tions of Europhen. A boy who had 
suffered from an acute suppurative 
arthritis was cured in two and one-half 
weeks by numerous incisions and in- 
stillation of a three per cent. solution of 
Europhen in glycerine. Another case is 
reported in which a tuberculous ostitis 
following an arthritis had been treated 
by wide incision. Persistent suppura- 
tion occurred which could not be ar- 
rested by balsam of Peru or sublimate. 
The employment of a three per cent. 
solution of Europhen in glycerine every 
second day effected a complete eure 
after eight dressings. 

Oeffelein and Neuberger (37) tried 
Europhen in cases of fissure of the 
anus; Hichler (22) in uretkral surgery in 
form of gelatine bougies. The latter re- 
commends it also in the treatment of 
fistule on account of its cicatrizant 
properties. 

With the object of diminishing the 
wound secretions and of preventing the 
. detachment and maceration of the grafts 
in Thiersch’s method,- Trnka (85) made 
use of dry dressings of Europhen. He 
regards the remedy as admirably adapted 
for this purpose ‘because the _resin- 
ous, extremely fine end light Europken 
powder adheres firmly to the wound 
surfaces not covered with the grafts, 
thus forming a wall and protective cov- 
ering for the transplanted tissues, with- 
out exerting a chemical action upon 
them or interfering with their vitality. 
The Europhen is applied with a brush 
SB Os ‘aqn} ssBis B Y}IM po}BgInsur JO 
to form a tkin layer through which the 
grafts can be seen. Over this is placed 
a thin striz of gutta percha fabric an- 
ointed with white vaseline, extending 
about 2 cm. beyond the margins of the 
wound. After several strips of wicking 
have been inserted beneath the gutta 
percha for purpose of drainage, it is 


firmly fixed to the skin with chloroform, 
and covered with a layer of cotton and 
an organtine bandage. The dressing 
should be changed no later than at the 
end of two days. 

Trnka (386) however, employed Euro- 
phen chiefly for medicating gauze, mull, 
lint, which are thus converted into “‘ad- 
hesive dressings,” which are very suita- 
ble for the arrest of bleeding. He used 
for this purpose an emulsion (Europhen 
5.0—10.0 gm., alcohol, 100.0 gm., glyce- 
rine, 20.0 gm.), about 100.0 gm. to one 
metre of gauze; some Europhen powder 
was also rubbed in. This dressing 
proved serviceable, especially in severe 
hemorrhages of exhausted or collapsed 
persons, in epistaxis in children, in 
bleeding from the female genitals, and 
after operations on the rectum. 

Trnka is the only author who observed 
a typical urticaria from the use of a 
ten per cent. Europhen ointment, after 
the third application of the dressing. 


EUROPHEN IN RHINOLOGY AND LA- 
RYNGOLOGY. 


In diseases which are characterized by 
an increase of the secretions, such as 
rhinitis hypersecretoria (twenty-five 
cases), rhinitis acuta (three cases), Eu- 
rophen applied in substance has proved 
a very useful remedy in Petersen’s (4) 
practice. This is ‘confirmed by the ex- 
perience of v. Szoldrski (8), who ob- 
served striking effects especially in three 
eases of laryngeal phthisis attended with 
marked muco-purulent secretion, which 
in one case was enormous in amount. 
On the cther hand, in cases where there 
is a diminution of the secretions, that 
is, in rhinitis atrophica foetida fourteen 
eases (and also in eczema  naruim 
thirty-three cases), Petersen observed a 
very satisfactory stimulating effect upon 
the secretions from a ten per cent. oint- 
ment. Lewerstein (5) obtained excel- 
lent results in operations in the nose, 
in perforating ulcer of the septal car- 
tilage, non-fetid atrophic rhinitis and in 
epistaxis due to erosion of the septum. 
In fetid processes he prefers Aristol. 
He alse recommends Europhen in syphi- 
litic processes in the nose. The oint- 
ment is preferable to the powder. Chap- 
pell (17) has treated fifteen cases of 
ozaena with insuffiations of Europhen. 
After four months’ treatment three 
eases were cured, while the others were 
much more benefitted than by other 
remedies. As regards manner of appli- 
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zation the parts were first cleansed, 
and then covered with Europhen by 
means of a powder blower. This was 
done every morning, while in the even- 
ing the patient was directed to use 
an ointment ccnsisting of two drachms of 
Europhen to an ounce of vaseline, ap- 
plied with a camel’s hair brush. Un- 
der this treatment the secretions were 
increased, which were first of a mucous 
and later of a watery character. A case 
of purulent catarrh, which had _ been 
treated for eighteen months with slight 
success, improved rapidly. The author 
also praises the hemostatic and antisep- 
tic properties of Europhen after opera- 
tions in the throat and nose. Werth- 
eimber (19) regards Europhen as having 
achieved an assured position im the 
treatment of nasal affections, especially 
in cases of hemorrhages due to erosions 
of the septum, non-fetid, atrophic pro- 
zesses of the nasal mucous membrane, 


and for local medication of syphilitic ul- - 


cers in the nose, on the lips and angles 
of the mouth, where Europhen appeared 
decidedly more effective than similar 
preparations, such as iodoform, iodine- 
glycerine, Mandl’s solution, etc. He 
confirms Lowenstein’s observations, 
while Peterser’s statements regarding 
the value of Europhen powder in hy- 
pertrophic and atrophic diseases of the 
nose are confirmed by Eichler (22). 
Although Lievin (82) observed eczema 
follow the application of Europhen oint- 
ments in rhinitis hypersecretoria he has 
learned to value the irritating effect of 
the remedy in dry catarrhs of the nose. 
In rhinitis atrophicans simplex he em- 
ploys salve tampons, which are allowed 
to remain for twenty-five minutes, and 
are at once followed by a feeling of 
moisture and relaxation of the nose. 
In ozoena he also noted improvement, 
while after intra-nasal operations he suc- 
ceeded in maintaining an aseptic condi- 
tion of the wound by the use of Euro- 
phen. The same observations were made 
by v. Szoldrski (8), who especially calls 
attention to the fact that the powder 
is very adherent to the mucous mem- 
brane, and not easily removed by the 
act of coughing or by blowing the nose. 


EUROPHEN IN OTOLOGY. 

Nolda (6) noted very favorable results 
in. purulent inflammation of the middle 
ear. Richtmann (23) praises the effect 
of Europhen in diminishing secretions 
in otitis media. In a case of fetid 
otorrhaea in which a rupture of the left 


drum membrane had occurred in conse 
quence of irrigation with strong carbolic 
acid solution, while on the right side 
there was thickening of the tympanic 
membrane and a muco-purulent dis- 
charge. Powell (25) observed excellent 
results from insufflation of Aristol- 
Europhen, equal parts. Under their use 
twice daily, the discharge had dimin- 
ished and lost its fetid character at the 
end of eight, and after the lapse of two 
and one half weeks, it was completely 
arrested with improvement of the hear- 
ing power. In two similar cases an 
equally good result was secured. Lievin 
(32) employed Europhen in chronic sup- 
purative inflammation of the middle ear, 
with remarkable success. After cleans- 
ing the ear, and drying, he introduced 
a ten per cent. solution in oil. Trnka 
(36) considers Europhen a rapidly effeci- 
ive remedy in profuse otorrhaa, which 
is arrested within a comparatively short 
time by insufflation of the powder, the 
ear being previously disinfected by an 
antiseptic solution. In ozena the rem- 
edy prevents, or, at any rate, retards 
recurrences. 


EUROPHEN IN OPHTHALMOLOGY. 


According to Fernandez (14) Euro- 
phen exerts a marked action in dimin- 
ishing secretions in cases of conjune 
tivitis, Keratitis, accidental trauma- 
tisms and operation wounds (eight cases). 
Suppuration following operative proce- 
dures which could not be controlled by 
daily washing with boric acid, sublimate 
ceased after the first apphcation of a 
one-half to one per cent. ointment. The 
author also calls attention to the cica- 
trisant action of the remedy after opera- 
tions on the eye, even those of severity, 
such as enucliation. 


EUROPHEN IN INTERNAL DISEASES. 


Powell (25) employed rectal supposi- 
tories of Europhen-Aristol (twice daily) 
in chronic entero-colitis, with marked 
pains in the region of the transverse 
colon, and after three days’ use observed 
cessation of the pain, which failed te 
recur. In chronic gastric and intestinal 
catarrh attended with pain an equally 
good result was obtained from this treat- 
ment within ten days. In a case of 
chronic constipation the suppositories re- 
lieved the intense feeling of soreness in 
the transverse and descending colon while 
the discharges of shreds of membrane, 
mucous and blood, with the stools, were 
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greatly lessened. Powell regards Euro- 
phen and Aristol as specifics in abnor- 
mal discharges, superior to iodoform, 
and as hemestatics par excellence, es- 
pecially in epistaxis. 


9, ACTION OF EUROPHEN ON THE 
TUBERCLE BACILLI. 


This action has been investigated by 
Christmann (30) on pure cultares of the 
tubercle bacilli in the following manner: 
1. Europhen was dusted directly upon 
the culture; Z. It was placed in a short 
tube which was suspended in the her- 
metically closed culture tube; 3. It was 
employed in the form of a concentrated 
solution in olive oil, about 25 per cent. 
As the result of intra-peritoneal inocu- 
lations of guinea pigs, it was demotu- 
strated that Europhen exerts a powerful 
bactericidal effect in all cases wher ethe 
conditions are favorable for ‘its decompo- 
sition, that is, the separation of iodine. 
This occurs not only when the drug is 
brought in direct contact with an aqueous 
culture medium, but also when it is ex- 
posed to an atmosphere saturated with 
moisture, and not in direct contact with 
the culture. When dissolved in olive oil, 
it remains ineffective even after twenty- 
five days’ action on the culture: when 
dusted on the latter it does not posi- 
tively cause death of the bacilli in four- 
teen days, but usually in twenty-one 
days, and in the form of vapor in 
twenty-seven days, while in the latter 
case it markedly diminishes their viru- 
lence in thirteen days. 


FORMULAE RECOMMENDED IN PRE- 
CEDING ARTICLES. 


Europhen ...........- se ceeeeeee 2 
Ol. OWar ..cccccccccrccccccces 23) 
Filtra. 

: Zu Injectionen. 


Solut “t Ol. Oliver. . 
Vaselire. 
Lanolin. 

.: Brandsalbe. 


Europhen. 
Solut in Ol. Olivar..............20) 
Vaseline. 
Lanolin. 
. ungt. fur toerpide Geschwure. 





Europhen. .......... 

Ol. Amygdal gutt. Nonmeil 01. 
RINCIE face cicescmee cues eaecee a 
A globul. vaginal. No. 1. 


Europhen. 
Derr eer ere 4| 
: Zum Bepudern. 


Europhen. 
Acid Boric Pulv.............eee0. 
: Zum Aufstreuen. 


Europhen. 
Vaselin flav... 
.: Augensalbe. 


Europhen. .. 
Alkohol. 
Glycerine quant. sat. ad.. 100) 
Ds.: Zur Impragnirung “K'ebender” Ver- 
bandstoffe. 


R Europhen. 
D.: Trockenantisepticum. 
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SAMUEL S. THORNE, PRESIDENT 
OF THE NATIONAL ASSO- 
CIATION OF RAILWAY 
SURGEONS. 


We are pleased to be permitted the 
privilege of presenting to our readers the 
portrait of the president of the National 
Association of Railway Surgeons for the 
ensuing year. 

Dr. Thorne is one of the best-known 
and most highly respected surgeons in 
the great and growing West. He has 
occupied about all the big positions of 
honor and distinction in the gift of his 
profession of Ohio and Toledo, where te 
has faithfully labored for more than 
30 years. 

With keen foresight and a quick re- 
alization of the new demands which our 
prodigious railway system has imposed 
on the profession, he, conjointly with a 
half-dozen well-known surgeons of the 
West and Southwest, orgavized that 
immense association of which he is the 
honored head. 

The present thrifty, prosperous state 
of the National Association and the 


large number of State Railway Associa- 
tions, attest to the wisdom and good 
judgment of that little band of pioneers 
brought together by Mr. Thorne. 

No other organization of surgeons ever 
called into existence, for its early age, 
has accomplished the work of the Na- 
tional Assoziation of Railway Surgeons. 
Its past record has been a pride to every 
member. Recently its harmony was 
marred by some unfcrtunate political 
bickering, but witi the firm, sincere aid 
fearless Thorne at the helm, petulant 
Gisturbers will be ruthlessly cast aside, 
and we will look ir. the future for more 
and better work than in the past. 

Dr. Thorne’s opportunities are great 
and his responsibilities are many; there 
fore, with well sustained support and 
assistance, we will look during the com- 
ing yeur for the greatest sucecss the 
National Association has ever enjoyed. 


THE SIGNIFICANCE OF ANURIA 
AFTER SURGICAL OP- 
ERATIONS. 


We not infrequently hear it said that 
the case would have done superbly after 
operation “had not suppression of the 
urine’ set in and cut off life. 

This assumption in the vast majority 


of cases rests on a fallacious founda- 
tion, without a shadow of proof to sus- 
tain it. Cause is confounded with ef- 
fect. A capital operation has been per- 
formed, a limb has been amputated or 
a serous cavity opened. 

Profound mental shock follows, or 
acute surgical fever succeeds, the heart’s 
action is tumultuous, the pulse becomes 
thready and excretion of the urine 
ceases. This latter phenomenon is al 
ways one of serious omen, under these 
circumstances; not because it implies 
that any pathological changes whatever 
have seized on the secreting elements 
of the kidney, but that peripheral death 
has commenced. ‘The _ blood-current 
steadily diminishes in volume, the secre- 
tory glands cease to act through want of 
circulatory supply. 

We will observe for some time before 
the end comes that the  lachrymal 
glands are deficient in action, so that 
the orbital conjunctiva and cornea be- 
come dry and hazy, the tip of the tongue 
is cool and the mouth dry. 

No! suppression of the urine is rarely 
if ever per se a post-operative cause 
of death. It is simply an evidence of 
vascular stasis, following on a sinking 
of the vital powers, a consequence, and 
nothing more. 

This term, together with the more 
modern meaningless makeshift, “heart 
failure,” should go in the same categcry, 
for they both serve as an excuse and 
cloak for ignorance, and nothing more. 
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Under the charge of T. H. ManteEy, M. D., 302 W. 53d St., New Yorks. 


THE GONOCOCCUS OF NEISSER, IN 
THE SANITARY SERVICE OF 
LYONS. * * *£ © A 
STUDY OF BLENOR- 

RHAGIA IN THE 
FEMALE. 


By Dr. Carry. 


This contribution is one of high im- 
portance, for the reason that it deals 
with a subject whic: has come recently 
to occupy an important position in the 
etiology of female pelvic diseases. 

The author begins by affirming that 
in many of the most virulent infections 
of gonorrhea the symptoms are practi- 
eally nil, while, on the contrary, when 
a purulent discharge is abundant, the 
pyogenic microbe is not of an infectious 
origin. Therefore, the importance of a 
microscopical examination in all suspect- 
ed cases. 

The gonococcus is most frequently 
found in the meatus urinarius and the 
cervix uteri, but rarely in the vagina. 

Loser had frequently found the gono- 
coccus when the part infected had no 
symptoms whatever. 

M. Carry declares that in any given 
case an accurate diagnosis may be made 
by simple, effective and rapid means. 

The different methods of examination 
are detailed and finally his own is de- 
scribed, which occupies but two minutes. 
He expresses a few drops of matter 
from the gland of Bartholin, desiccates 
and stains his specimen, and in a mo- 
ment or two is ready to use the lens. 

He prefers an aqueous solution of 
methylene-violet of Merck’s. . 

The full particulars of detail in bac- 
teriolegical examination is set forth. In- 
deed, he freely declares that the reason 
why negative tests are made is because 
of the difficulty or carelessness in mak- 
ing use of the microscope. 

On the question of contagion, he says 
it is important to know how a man may 
acquire the disease, and how he com- 
municates it. 

With him, he alleges, the urethra. 
rather than the peri-urethral follicles 
is the primitive seat. After the acute 


stages pass off, then one may copulate 
without pain, but with a certainty of 
communiceting the disease. Under the 
influence of an erection the urethral se- 
cretion is formed abundantly and makes 
its way to the meatus. 

This in gonorrhea is invariable in- 
fected. Now, if the glans:penis is car- 
ried far up the vagina to the cervix, in- 
fection is most certain; while if emission 
takes place near the vaginal outlet, the 
danger of transmission is greatly dimin- 
ished. Especially is this true when an 
immediately vaginal lavage is made. The 
cervox being the site at which the cocci 
most abundantly abound, if the male 
ejaculate in close contact with this, the 
danger of infection from the woman is 
great. 


—Archives De Tocologie 


et De Gynecologie, 
June, ’94. 





CENTRAL ANUS CONSECUTIVE TO: 
GANGRENOUS HERNIA. 


By M. Chaput. 


Mondret has recently presented an in-- 
teresting “resume” on this unusual dis- 
ease. 

A woman, 50 years old, had a crural 
hernia for eight years, on the right side,. 
which became strangulated. The tissues 
broke down and an artificial anus fol-. 
lowed. 

After some months, the edges of the 
intestine were united; but after twenty 
days, union gave way, and fecal leak-- 
ages succeeded as badly as before. 

A second attempt to close the bowel 
met with no better success. 

For a long time a tampon was worn, 
to hold back fecal matter, but of late 
the gases and liquid elements escaped, 
and were a source of great distress to 
the unfcrtunate patient. 

Now, Mondret, as a preliminary to 
operation, for several days fed the pa- 
tient cn nothing, except milk; in the 
meantime keeping the parts washed with 
a boracic acid solution. For some time 
one gramme of naphthol was taken daily. 

Operation was made under cocaine 
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anesthesia—1 to 100 per hypodermic in- 
jection and 1 to 20 for direct applica- 
tion. 

After a circular incision around the 
orifice of the fistula, the skin and other 
structures were deflected back one and 
one-half centimetres. Now, the borders 
of the intestines were partly vivified, 
when the mucous and cellular coats were 
closed with fine silk suture. Next, the 
muscular and serous coats were closed 
with the same material. The peach was 
now closed with drainage and dressing 
applied. 

For the first day nothing but small 
doses of opium were given; from the sec- 
end day an alimentation of milk fol- 
lowed, on the sixth day a dose of calo- 
mel was taken and an enema given. On 
this day the superficial sutures were re 
moved. Union was finally secured, 
though it was necessary to use caus- 
tics lightly in the end. A complete cure 
followed. 


—Revue de Therapeutique, Medico-chirurg. Juil- 
let, °94. 





ROREX,.ON TREATMENT OF FRAC- 
TURES BY THE AID OF 
THE SUTURE. 


This surgeon reports two cases of 
fracture of the clavicle, with immediate 
suture. The success was so excellent, 
he says, that in each one month after 
no trace of deformity could be detected 
at the site of injury. He advises it par- 
ticularly in all those cases in which 
there is a tendency to vicious union. 

Two other cases of fracture of the 
femur were mentioned, though the re- 
sults were not satisfactory. Henne- 
quin’s apparatus is regarded as most 
useful. 

A case of serious fracture of the leg 


is also included in which, he says, the 

results were very gratifying. 

—Revue de Therapeutique Medico-Chirurg. Juil- 
let, °94. 

Note by translator—The wire suture 
is undoubtedly a valuable adjunct in 
certain types of serous compound frac- 
ture, but its range of application is very 
limited, and must be regarded as an un- 
warranted procedure in all simple frac- 
tures, if we except the patella. 

T. H. M. 


NECROSIS OF THE LABYRINTH AND 
DEEP MASTOID SUPPERATION. 


M. Lannois discusses in extenso and 
presents many cases illustrative of neg- 
lected ear lesions in children. 

He points out, with singular precision 
and detail, to the pathological changes 
and symptomatology of suppurative 
middle-ear disease, showing how it may 
lead to impaired hearing, total deafness 
or facial paralysis. 

He is no less emphatic on the import- 
ance of early and radical measures in 
suppuration of the mastoid-antrum, by 
laying freely open the pus focus and 
clearing away all infected tissue. 


—Revue Laryngological, D’Otologic and Rhine- 
ologie, Juillet, ’90. 


ON THE EMPLOYMENT OF GLYCERINE 
IN HEPATIC COLIC. 


M. Feiraud has lately reported at 
tength his experience in the treatment 
of hepatic colic by glycerine. He summar- 
izes as follows: 

(1.) Glycerine introduced by the stom- 
ach is taken up by the circulation un- 
changed, and so we will find it in 
abundance in the hepatic veins. 

(2.) It is chologogue of great power 
and of vast potency in billious-colic. 

(3.) A large dose (from 20 to 30 
grammes) is needed in colic. 

(4.) A small dose (from 5 to 15 
grammes taken in some alkaline water, 
taken from time to time, will prevent re- 
current attacks. 

(5.) Glycerine without being a litho- 
triptic is the medicament par excellence 
in biliary lithiasis. 

. —L’Union-Medicale, Juillet, ’94. 


LARORGENNE ON UNION OF ABDOMI- 
NAL INCISION AFTER 
LAPAROTOMY. 

This author, with a view of obviating 
the tendency to eventration after 
laparotomy, recommends that immedi- 
ately after operation there should be 
inserted two deep metalic sutures, in- 
cluding all the layers. These are left 
in place, with gauze interposed, to keep 
the wound open, till all suppuration 
has ceased. As the discharges discon- 
tinue the gauze is gradually removed 
and the sutures brought’ singly into 
position. This plan, it seems, has been 
effective in securing solid union and di- 
minishing the tendency to hernia. 

—Gazette De Gynecologie, Juillet, '94. 
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Medicine. 


Under the charge of E. W. Brine, M. D., Chester, Pa. 


EXOPTHALMIC GOITRE. 


This is characterized by three essen- 
tial symptoms, goitre, palpitation and 
exophthalmos, which constitute the sym- 
tomatic “tripod.” 


The beginnings are slow but progres- 
sive. The person complains first of 
strong palpitations and then goitre 
shows itself, with exophthalmos. If, 
however, sometimes begins abruptly, as 
when caused by a fright or over-strain 
of the muscular and circulating systems. 
The pulse in this disease reaches some- 
times 140 to 160 beats; physical signs 
are generally wanting, as regards the 
heart. The arteries of the neck are di- 
lated, and give a murmur. 

The normal pulse while accelerated is 
very feeble. The lowered pressure and 
the peripheral vessels contracts with the 
elevated pressure on the central parts 
of the system, a phenomenon analogous 
to that seen in essential bachycardia. 
Enlargement of the thyroid gland oc- 
curs generally slowly; it is the seat of 
alternate congestions and remissions. 

The whole of the gland is usually af- 
fected. If only a part it is frequently 
the right lobe. The superficial veins be- 
come prominent; the gland, as also 
the entire neck, seems to be shaken 
by the pulsations; sometimes a sort of 
thrill may be felt, with an expansion 
following each cardiac contraction. 

Compression of the trachea and the 
recurrent nerve sometimes occurs when 
the enlargement is great. 


The exophthalmos is the next symp- 
tom in the category; generally symme- 
trical, but sometimes more marked in 
one eye than in the other. It is some 
times slight and sometimes extreme, the 
eyes being too prominent for the lids 
to cover them, thus rendering them lia- 
ble to inflammations from the deposits 
of dust. 

Exophthalmic goitre is frequently asso- 
ciated with hysteria, neuralgia, disorders 
of the mind, &c. Digestive disorders, 
sexual disorders, as amenorrhea or dys- 
menorrhea. 

Pregnancy exerts a bad effect over ex- 
ophthalmic goitre. 

—Annales de Med.—E. W. B. 


TUBERCULAR ULCERATION OF THE 
GUMS. 


A case is reported in Prog. Med. in 
which ulceritions of this charazter de- 
stroyed more than half of the height of 
the inferior maxillary, causing the teeth 
to fall out. 

This is somewhat rare, since tuber 
cular ulcerations affecting the gums are 
usually superficial. 


CARBOLATE OF MERCURY. 


The carbonate of mercury is said to 
be a good remedy, since it is more 
antiseptic than carbolic acid and less 
poisonous than the other salts of mer- 
cury. 


TONGUE-TIE. , 


Chervin has made studies on the sub- 
ject of cutting the fraenum for tongue 
tie, and finds that outside of cases where 
the shortness of the fraenum prevents 
the child from nursing, the operation is 
useless, as far as improving speech is 
corcerned. 

—Prog. Med. 


The autopsy on President Carnot re- 
vealed that the wound was situ- 
ated immediately below the false 
ribs on the right side, three centimetres 
from the xiphoid cartilage. It méas- 
ured 20 to 25 mm., and the knife, had 
cut completely through the corresponding 
costal cartilage. The dagger penetrated 
the left lobe of the liver, about 5 or 6 
milimetres from the suspensory _ liga- 
ment. It passed from left to right, and 
from above downwards, wounding the 
portal vein in two places; the tract of 
the wound in the interior of the liver 
measured 11 to 12 centimetres. 

—Annals de Medicine. 


ARTIFICIAL RESPIRATION BY INSUF- 
FLATION IN CASES OF ASPHYXIA 
Laborde says that in a number of cases 


of grippe, asphyxia, due less to the pul- 
monary lesions than to the infectiou 
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of the blood itself, constitutes the cause 
of death. The mechenism is the same 
as seen in poisoning caused by carbonic 
acid gas, curara, strychnia or tetanus. 

The proper proceeding is to perform 
insufflation by the bellows, as used in 
experimental physiology. 

Laborde has invented a plan by which 
this can be done without requiring pre- 
vious tracheotomy. Inhalations of oxy- 
gen, rythmic tractions of the tongue, 
while serviceable, have not the power- 
ful action obtained from automatic ma- 
chinery adapted to carrying on insuf- 
flations (of various gases). . 


Carpenter introduces a new method of 
ligating blood vessels, similar to the 
usual method of ligating, by a double 
ligature, the pedicle of a tumor. Suc- 
cess is absolute. 

—Prog. Med., BE. W. B. 


TREATMENT OF LEAD POISONING BY 
THE MONO-SULPHATE OF SODA. 


After many experiments on animals 
Peyron has discovered that mono-sul- 
phate is a good »omedy for saturnism. 

He gives the drug in dceses of 30 to 
40 c«.gms, per day, either in solution 
with glycerine or in pill form. The 
liquid preparation is preferable. 

The eliminative properties of the com- 

pound are superior to those of iodide of 
potassium. The elimination may be 
gauged by analysis of the urine. 
‘ He has shown that the black colora- 
tion of the stools gives way in a few 
days to the normal color, and attributes 
this to elimination by the bowel. 

The admiristration is easy, and the 
salt has the advantage of increasing 
the appetite. The colic is quickly ban- 
ished. Recent palsy is rapidly cured. 
Besides these advantages it is useful 
in a diagnostic way in doubtful cases, 
since the urine shows bad traces almost 
at once. He, Peyron, advises that pur- 
gatives should be used in addition—where 
there is colic—and in the paralysis elec- 
tricity is advantageous. 

—Progr. Med., BE. W. B. 


SYPHILITIC ONYCHIA. 


Specific medication by potass iod. and 
mercury. 


Cleanse the wound 
dust with 


thoroughly and 


Grams. 
R Calomel (grains 15) 1| 


Lard (ounces 1) 30} 


Or with strips of plaster de Vigo. 
—Annales de Med—E. W. B. 


TREATMENT OF OZENA. 

Range has adopted very thorough irri- 
gation of the parts as a means of cure. 

The principle consists in the abundant 
quantity of liquid employed at each 
sitting. Instead of the 3 or 4 litres usu- 
ally recommended, he uses from 20 to 
50 litres. The practice of these large 
effusions is much easier than it appears 
to be. Range declares that there is no 
danger to the middle ear, and says that 
he has never seen an unfavorable symp- 


tom arise from this method. 
—Revue Medicale. 





Bacteriological experiments have been 
made with dust collected from railway 
cars. Samples were inoculated on a 
number of animals. Part of them rapid- 
ly died from different contagious dis- 
eases; the others succumbed after a 
variable time. Three of the last who 
had been inoculated with dust taken 
from the walls and cushions of the 


carriages showed signs of tuberculosis. 
—Revue Medicale. 


THE BLOOD IN PULMONARY STENO- 
SIS. 

Banholzer describes the results of the 
examination of the blood in a deaf mute 
aged 10 years, with congenital pul- 
monary stenosis. There was marked cy- 
anosis, and the finger ends showed great 
clubbing. The hemoglobin stood at 160 
per cent., the number of red cells at 
9,447,000 against 5,000,000. The alka- 
linity was 0.028 as against 0.25 to 0.35, 
and the specific gravity 1071.8 instead 
of 1035-1068. Reduced hzmoglobin was 
present as well as oxy-hzemoglobin. The 
N-estimation corrresponded to 3.7 per 
cent. of the fluid blood, and 13.15 per 
cent. of the dried blood. There was no 
change in the morphological elements. 
The examination thus showed a striking 
concentration of the blood. The author 
refers to two recorded cases in which 
the same observation was made. The 
marked cyanosis is in all probability due 
not to stagnation,but to this concentration 


of the blood. 
—Centralbl, f. inn. Med., June 9, 1894. 
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DIPHTHERIA ANTITONIN. 


I take great pleasure in placing at 
zyour disposal the results obtained by me 
with injections of Diphtheria Antitoxin- 


Schering. 
Twelve children out of 64 at the Girl’s 
Protectory (Madchenhort) had _ been 


-stricken by the disease in a severe form; 
two of them died; all the others were 
‘treated with the Antitoxin-Schering, 
:after which the institution was closed. 
On opening ihe ““Madchenhort” a week 
later I was happy to note that no new 
eases developed and even to-day, after 


six weeks, all are well, although the ° 


most direct intercourse had existed, and 
i can likewise state the same fortunate 
result from Antitoxin injections in cases 
of brothers and sisters of children suf- 
fering from diphtheria. I further in- 
veculated 30 children in nine families 
where diphtheria had broken out, not 
«ne of whom was attacked by the dis- 
ease. 

In six families, where I was called 
mat an early stage of the disease—yet 
andeveloped, but undoubtedly diphther- 
itic in character—I injected the Anti- 
toxin in all the children, sick and well 
zalike, with the result, that, although 
the membranes developed in the sick 
whildren, a very much milder form and 
-shorter duration of the disease was 
obtained; the destruction of the oph- 
lexie-plaques being simply a marvelous 
one. 

In an experience of 25 years, during 
‘which I ‘have treated several thousand 
cases ‘of diphtheria, 1 have never seen 
‘the disease assume such a mild form 
=as after the injection of your Antitoxin. 

Fraternally yours, 


(Signed) O. SCHULER. 
“Fo Dr. Hans Aronson, Berlin. Germany. 


*“TODOFORM-BOVININE.” 


To the novel disclosures of anesthetic 
power (so called) in the blood treat- 
ment, and probable discovery thereby 
of the true theory of pain from tissue 
waste, is now to be added a combination 
of a third beneficent factor with the 
former two—thorovgh antisepsis in the 
vital nutrient end anesthetic. The fol- 
lowing case shows ‘how this new dis- 


Therapeutics. 


Under the charge of Louis Lewis, M, R. C.S., Philadelphia. 












covery will obviate) in multitudes of 
eas?s the necessity for painful curetting, 
for daily redressing, and for continued 
waste of tissue and strength in pus. 
Louis S—— (German, barkeeper, 30 
years old, married) came under the 
eare of Dr. Biggs at the surgical clinic 
of the Demilt Dispensary, New York, 
on the 10th of April, 1894, in a very 
bad way and suffering severely, with a 
large sinus leading down to the scapula 
on the left side, very painful, and emit- 
ting an offensive sanguineous muco- 
purulent discharge. He had received a 
blow on the part, six months before, 
which was followed by the formation 
of an abscess as large as a goose egg. 
This had been treated by the family 
physician, incised, cleaned out, and pack- 
ed with iodoform gauze. The wound 
seemed to be doing well for some ten 
days, but then grew worse and became 
more distressing than ever. He was 
told that the bone had become diseased, 
and that an operation was necessary. 
Refusing this, he resorted to another 
physician, who treated the wound with 
injections of iodoform and glycerine in 
the cavity, but still the case grew 
steadily worse. At length he was per- 
suaded to seek surgical treatment at 
one of the hospitals. An operation was 
performed on the 8th of March. After 
remaining in the hospital until March 
18 he left, with the wound improved, but- 
still open, and requiring to be presented 
for redressing three times a week. Neg- 
lecting this, he soon got worse than 
ever, and when greatly run down in 
strength and flesh, at last found his 
way to the Demilt on the 10th of April, 
as before stated. The scapula was now 
found to be denuded of periosteum and 
partially necrosed, for a space two and 
a half inches in diameter. After a 
course of preparatory treatment, on 
April 16 an incision was made through 
the trapezius muscle down to the scap- 
ula, the sinus and the necrosed surface 
of bone thoroughly curetted, and the 
cavity packed with _ sterilized gauze 


saturated with the novel preparation. 
iodoform-bovinine (above referred to), 
compounded by the following formula: 
Iodoform, 40 gr.; castor oil, 2 dr.; mucil- 
age acacia, 2 dr.; bovinine, 2 oz. 
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It is worthy of remark, in addition to 
the continuous antisepsis supplied by this 
compound dressing, with its marvelous 
anesthetic and vitalizing powers, that 
the obnoxious odor of iodoform is 
strangely transmuted by the combination 
into one decidedly agreeable! It may also 
soothe slightly our  ethico-hysterical 
friends to be assured that this “nostrum”’ 
is of strictly professional origin and not 
patented. 

The present case, as we have seen, was 
too bad to admit of dispensing with the 
curette, but the after process crowned 
the three-fold preparation—vital-antisep- 
tic-anesthetic—with splendid success. 
The usual dressings were applied, and 
repeated the next day, with the iodcform- 
bovinine as before, and then left undis- 
turbed for three days; the condition of 
the patient at once becoming most favor- 
able, and the distressing pain having 
immediately ceased, as usual, under the 
blood treatment, without any anesthetic 
proper; bovinine having no tendency to 
deaden the nerves of sensation, so that, 
strictly speaking, “anesthetic” is only a 
convenient misnomer. At the end of 
these first four days the bone was al- 
ready becoming covered with new pe- 
riosteum, and of a healthy pinkish hue. 
After packing and dressing as before, 
it was left again for three days, when 
the bone was found completely clothed 
with periosteum except a spot half an 
inch in diameter, the wound healthy, 
without a particle of pus, and the patient 
doing nicely. Again packed and dressed, 
and left four days; after which the 
periosteum was found perfected, and the 
wound clean and in a condition of prom- 
ising improvement. The next treatment 
was given after three days more, when 
the cavity was found to be already half 


filled with clean and healthy granula- * 


tions. This was the fourteenth day; after 
which the treatment was continued twice 
a week until May 5, when the sore was 
completely healed, with a soft pink 
cicatrix, and the patient was discharged. 
—Sanitary Era. 


CONGENITAL RICKETS NOT “FOETAL 
RICKETS.” 


Herzfeld describes a female infant 
born of a single woman, aged 28. Labor 
Was spontaneous, and the mother had 
none of the symptoms of rickets. On the 
other hand, the infant had 9]] the signs 


of the common rickets, the true rachitis 
of children and adults. There was cranio- 
tabes, also softness of the cranial bones.. 
near the sutures and fontanelles, beaded 
ribs, and shortened, curved bones in the - 
extremeties. The left humerus was frac- 
tured in the middle of its shaft. There: 
was a greenstick fracture of the right 
femur. Separation of the epiphyses was. 
detected in both femora. Both feet were. 
deformed by talipes equino-varus. The. 
fractures were explained by the small 
quantity of liquor amnii in the uterus: 
coinciding with the natural brittleness of 
the diseased bones. During the first ten 
days there was infiltration, apparently 
of blood, around the fractured humerus 
and femur. The temperature exceeded 
104 degrees. The infant was sickly, and 
not expected to live. Herzfeld dwells on 
the difference between this case of true 
rickets developed before birth and the 
so-called ‘foetal rickets” of Kaufmann 
and Paltauf, which is a marked defect 
in development, with other signs of 
cretinism—deformed cranium, cedema in 
thoracic and abdominal cavities, and 
myxomatous changes in certain organs. 
This disease is hardly rickets, “osteo- 
genesis imperfecta” of Stilling, but a 
distinct disease, to which Herzfeld pro- 
poses to apply the name “chondrodys- 
trophia foetalis.”’ re 
—Centralbl, f. Gynak, No. 18, 1894. 


CRANBERRY JUICE IN CHOLERA. 


G. I. Goriansky has found that juice 
expressed from raw cranberries (fructus 
oxycocci palustris), and given freely, 
pure or diluted with an equal part of 
water, is an excellent means of relieving 
thirst and vomiting in Asiatic cholera 
The patients take the acid and somewhat 
astringent beverage most readily. As the 
author’s observations in fifty cases have 
shown in a number of patients in whom 
ice and narcotics fail to make the slight- 
est impression on sickness, the subse- 
quent administration of cranberry juice 
in small but frequently repeated doses 
rapidly checks both vomiting and nau- 
sea. The author lays stress on the fact 
that the harmless juice has a powerful 
destructive action on the cholera vibrio, 
being, in fact, much superior in this re- 
spect to lime water, carbolised lime wat- 
er, birch tar, Raptchevsky’s pixol, and 
a 5 per cent. solution of carbolic acid. 

—Vratch, No. 6, 1894. 
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Notes by the 


AVanside 


BY ERNEST B. SANGREE, A. M., M. D., 
PHILADELPHIA. 


The most complete reductio ad absur- 
dum with regard to the high dilutions 
advocated by Hahnemann and his dis- 
ciples was contained in a clever article 
that I lately saw from the pen of a 
German scientific man. Physicists gen- 
erally accepted the size of a molecule to 
be about thirty-two billionths of an inch 
in diameter. 

Assuming this conclusion the author 
proceeds to make the twenty-fourth di- 
jution by the decimal process, auding one 
drop of medicine to nine drops of water, 
one drop of this mixture to nine fresh 
drops of water, and so on, up to the 
twenty-fourth dilution. He now shows 
mathematically that the last ten drops 
contain but 1-1,000,000,000,000,000,000.- 
000,000 (one-octillionth), of a drop of 
the original medicine, or only one mole- 
cule of all those that the drop at first 
contained. 

Carrying the dilutions higher is now 
physically impossible, for or course the 
molecule cannot be further divided and 
still be the original substance. 

It follows, therefore, that in the twen- 
ty-fifth dilution there is just one chance 
in ten of getting the medicine molecule 
in a drop of the so-called attenuation; 
the twenty-sixth dilution allows but one 
chance in one hundred, and the thirtieth 
dilution would give the patient but one 
chance in one million of getting in his 
drop dose the one molecule left at the 
twenty-fourth attenuation. Yet the hom- 
eopaths claim that the high potencies 
merely begin at the thirtieth dilution 
and run them up even to the thous- 
andth! 

The results would be just the same 
whether one drop were taken to experi- 
ment with or a larger amount were 
used. At the thirtieth dilution there 
would be one molecule of the medicine 
to 160 gallons of the attenuated iiquid, 
and the reader can readily imagine the 
patient's chances, taking a teaspoonful 
every hour or two, of getting hold of 
that solitary molecule. Nearly every 
drugstore, I notice, is supplied with a 
full list of “Dr. Humbug’s specifies,’ or 
at least it sounds something like that. 


With each sale a little book is given, 
containing directions for the liagnosis 
and speedy cure of almost every disease 
in the calendar. I suppose that these 
medicines are mostly harmless, aid if 
parents insist on drugging their chil- 
dren this may be as easy’ a way as any 
for the youngsters, but surely the pro- 
prietor ought not to be permitted to 
advertise these nostrums as sure cures 
for croup, diphtheria and similar fright- 
ful diseases. Untold harm must some- 
times be produced by ignorant parents 
relying on these miserable “specifics” un- 
til all chance of a cure is past. 








Prescriptions. 





FOR OBSTINATE THRUSH IN CHIL- 
DREN. 


R—Zinci chloridi, gr. < 
Aquae, 0z. 6 


Solve 
To be apyiied locally. 
FOR THE VOMITING OF PREGNANCY. 


Grams 
R—Menthol, gr. x1. inne ‘ 


- 5 
Olei amygdalae, “ar. | 
: Solve. | 
Six to ten drops on a lump of sugar. 


FOR ALOPECIA AREATA. 


rrams, 
R—Aceti cantharidis, dr. 1. “= 
Unguenti hydrargyri oxidi_ ru- i 
bri (1 oz.) 30) 
Misce et fiat unguentum. | 


To be applied to the affected parts twice 
daily. 


A PIGMENT FOR WARTS. 


Gram 
R—Acidi salicylici (15 gr.) 1| “ 
Acidi lactici (15 m.) 
Collodii flexilis ad (2 dr.). 
Misce et fiat pigmentum. 
To be applied morning and evening. 
A COOLING LOTION FOR PRURITUS. 
Grams. 
a ammonii acetatis (2 
60 
Acidi hydrocyanici diluti a dr.) 4 
Spiritus rectificati (8 dr. 12) 
Aquae rosae ad (8 0z.).. 
To be applied locally. 


FOR LICHEN. 


Grams. 

R—Cretae prepar. (6 dr.).......... 25! 

Sulph. sublim | 
Olei cadini. aa. = "| a ee 35) 
Saponis nigr. | 
Adipis aa. (25 dr.). 

Melt the lard at a gentle heat. Then ada 
the black soap and other ingredients, stir- 
ring until cold. 

Sig.—Apply locally. 

Hebra. 





